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In June, the Ionia County Economic Alliance with Michigan’s regional The Right Place brought it’s quarterly stakeholder / business 
meeting to Portland.  We were able to share our community and development with leaders from around Ionia County.  Mayor 
James Barnes specifically noted the collaboration of community and government that helps us all to succeed.  City Manager Tutt  
Gorman gave updates on our busiest project planning  year yet.  DDA Director Tina ConnerWellman addressed the placemaking 
that has blossomed in Portland over the past 5 years.  County Commissioner Terry Frewen talked about Ionia County initiatives. 
ICEA discussed the support and resources they can provide to Ionia County businesses and governments.  Portland has achieved 
an interwoven economic ecosystem with partnerships and collaboration between communities, residents, businesses, organiza-
tions, and property owners who are all willing to think beyond what’s best for them, and look to what’s best for Portland’s Future.  

10AM July 4 
from Library on Kent to the Flats 

Details on the Community Calendar   

Spend the day in Portland, MI with us! Watch our stories today to see all the 
family friendly places you can explore in this adorably quaint, small town.   

Portland is about a half hour drive out of Lansing and is a wonderful place to 
spend the morning.  Courageous Coffee Café & Bakery 

William Toan Park playground and splash pad 
Taggarts Indoor Playground 
Chocolate Moose for Ice Cream 

Day Trips in Michigan:   Thank you to whomever 
that recommended Portland, MI! We drove out 
yesterday and such a great day. Loved it so much 
we are thinking about  moving there. We went to 
Confuxcity Brewery- delish smash burger & fries, 
5 sample flight, let our girls play at the splash pad 
& playground, then headed over to Fabiano’s 
River house- awesome chicken wings & spicy 
spinach dip. Finished the day with icecream & 2 
tired little girls!  

*  Wow! This is amazing., can’t wait 
to see it growing!   * What a won-
derful vision for this community 
project    *  Way to go Carla Kay's 
(perennials & cut flowers) , 
Shirley Teachout, Coral Fish, and 
Portland DPW /Parks & Rec 

Contact Us:         517-647-5027                                 tinacw@portland-michigan.org 
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Featured Community Organization 

Friends of the Red Mill 
by:   Kurt Fedewa 

Love 
Local... 
Gift 
Prime 
Certifi-
cates!  

 
Have some 
’Prime’ 
you’ve 
been gifted?  Get to your favorite local   
business and spent it!! 

The Friends of the Red Mill help to manage the 
Red Mill and the Red Mill Pavilion, two exciting 
landmarks of Portland. Noreen Logel and     
Barbara Ingraham serve as chairperson and    
co-chairperson of the organization. 

The Friends were formed in 2012, when its 
founding members disbanded Boy Scout Troop 
58 that they were leading. The group wished to 
continue their service to the community and 
they arrived at the idea of constructing a building to serve the  Farmers 
Market. 

“I met with the city manager to find out how to go about that,” said 
Noreen. “I got people together from the Boy Scout troop and from the 
Farmers Market, along with Ed and Charles Leik. Ed and Charles had a    
vested interest in the area as they had renovated the Red Mill in the late 
90s. We formed the Friends of the Red Mill and our joint project was to 
construct the pavilion.” 

Noreen and Barbara said that over sixty volunteers helped to build the    
pavilion. 

“Volunteers came from all over the United States and Canada, as well as 
locally,” said Noreen. “We could not have accomplished this without them.  
We owe a special thank you to the Timber Framers Guild for all of their 
help.” 

The Pavilion is a community building that is used for weddings, graduation 
parties, and family reunions, as well as for the Farmers Market and other 
events. 

“The Red Mill Pavilion has become a landmark of Portland,” said Noreen.  
“It is both functional and beautiful.” 

The Friends of the Red Mill have a good relationship with the City of Port-
land. The Friends sponsor a number of events throughout the year, includ-
ing Red Mill Community Days on August 26, the Chocolate Walk on October 
7, and the Haunted Mill on October 27, 28, and 29, along with Christmas 
Tree Lane on December 2. It also engages in fund-raising activities. 

“We’re often asked why we continue to fund-raise,” said Noreen. “Our   
response is that we need funds to maintain the building and we also need 
funds to serve our goal of bringing the community together.” 

The Friends are in the process of writing a book about how the pavilion 
came to be. The book should be available for purchase soon. Information 
about the Friends can be accessed on Facebook at Friends of the Red Mill. 
People who are interested in volunteering for the Friends or who wish for 
more information about the Friends may contact Noreen at 517-743-1830. 

“The benefits of being a Friend are that of fun and of the rewards and satis-
faction of volunteering,” said Noreen. 

The Red Mill and the Red Mill Pavilion may be seen at 450 Water Street in 
Portland. Save Online Fee & get a Free Souvenir 

Pint Glass  - SALES BEGIN  7/10  @ PPS 


